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2009 Overview
The MSRC continues in its quest to “build a better referee” while meeting the needs of the referees and the soccer communities they serve.  In order to optimize the budget and utilize their volunteer workforce without overburdening anyone, the MSRC has identified a few key areas of focus.  To that end, various programs have been rejuvenated, technology continues to be center stage, and new, unconventional approaches have been sought.
Online Education

Last year, the MSRC partnered with Brainshark to develop online educational modules for new and existing referees.  The goal was to provide consistency in teaching the Laws of the Game while utilizing classroom time to focus on areas needing special attention.  Though a few courses have been scheduled using this tool and all written testing is now done through Brainshark, we believe the full capability of online education has not yet been realized.  The MSRC will continue to work toward maximizing the potential of Brainshark and online education.
Sports Psychology
Referees are challenged with observing the game with an unbiased eye, recognizing and managing the personalities on the field along with those in the coach’s box and in the stands, and making rapid decisions all while not altering the flow of the game.  Trying?  That’s an understatement.  In 2009 we brought in world-renowned Sports Psychologist Dr. Dan Freigang of Utah to speak to our advanced referees.  We have also partnered with the Boston University Sports Psychology department to present similar material at most of our recertification clinics.  This information has been well received and will prove to be invaluable as referees continue to deal with the pressures of the game.

Referee Academy

The Massachusetts Referee Development Academy (MRDA) under direction of Angelo Bratsis.  Angelo brings years of experience as a former FIFA referee, National instructor, and National assessor into the classroom where he will be working with our top level referees.  Enrollment in the Academy is by invitation only and the expectations of those who accept the invitation are very high in order to provide the most comprehensive instruction possible.  The MRDA will provide the participating referees with focused guidance to those with aspirations to reach the professional division.

Mentor Program

In his first full year, our State Director of Mentoring, Levon Akoghlanian, has worked tirelessly to develop a mentoring program across the state.  His passion and effort has yielded several new mentors and program recognition throughout the youth leagues as many referees have submitted a request to be matched with a mentor.  Information to guide our referee mentors has been standardized to maintain consistency throughout the program.

State Director of Assessment

Del Rainho will begin his first full season as our new State Director of Assessment.  Del is taking over the reins from Milan Robbins who has decided to step down.  Milan will continue to contribute to the referee community and various capacities.  Please join us in thanking Milan for his years of service as SDA.

2009 Referees of the Year

Domenic Corey of Fairhaven and Rose Williams of Boston were selected as the Young Male and Female Referees of the Year for 2009.  Jan Halaska of Foxboro was selected as the Adult Referee of the Year.  These referees have demonstrated characteristics common in high achievement and have shown a real passion for the game.  Additionally, their positive traits have been displayed through their school work and in their efforts within their community. Congratulations to Domenic, Rose, and Jan!
Professional/Amateur Tournament Appointments

In 2009, in addition to our strong support at youth regionals, state cups, and adult cups, Massachusetts also played host to two national championships.  Twelve referees represented the MSRC at Youth Nationals while 30 referees volunteered their services at the Veteran’s Cup.  Additionally, for the first time, the MSRC sent two referees to officiate at the Coed Cup and nine to the President’s Cup.  Massachusetts referees are called upon on a regular basis to attend to tournaments all over the country.
Upgrades and Statistics
In 2009, thirty-two referees advanced their grade to 7 or higher.  Referees have a clear understanding of what is expected and are striving to achieve their personal goals while meeting the requirements and standards set by US Soccer and the MSRC.  In that same vein, the MSRC has worked to accommodate the feedback we hear and provide the best services to our community.  Overall, 27 recertification clinics were run for our referees, assignors, instructors, and assessors in 15 different locations across the state.  The MSRC certified over 6000 referees in 2009 and that number is growing each year.

Our Organization

As the demands on referees continue to increase, so do the demands on our volunteers and staff.  We can no longer do things as a simple group of volunteers.  With the full approval of both youth and adult associations, we have begun the process of forming our own 501C-3 corporation.  Becoming our own entity will enable us to write contracts and grow our services to meet the ever increasing demand.
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